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Preface

This book is made for who interested about the process of the First Baby
Elephant Training Ceremony which this ceremony was established at BanPanglha
Ngow District Lampang where became to Elephant Sanctuary and should is the first
elephant training school in the world. The First Baby Elephant Training Ceremony has a
soft procession, safety and gentle to the baby elephant which Thailand ever had news
from (PETA) the organization to protect animal from cruelty elephant which most
affect to the tourist attraction in Thailand.

So, | hope this book will give the true information knowledge for who interested
and need to know the true way about the First Baby Elephant Training Ceremony
which you could understand exactly and take this information to explain to another
people to understand in the procession.

Editor
Mahout and Thai Elephant Development Education College
March, 18 2005
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Elephant Ceremonies

In Thai culture, ceremonies are very important t the people. The style of
ceremonies has changed over the years especially in the large cities but ceremonies
are still carried out for special occasions. Ceremonies allow people to show their
beliefs and trusts as they have always done in Thailand therefore ceremonies are a
central part of Thai culture. So The Mahout and Thai Elephant Development Education
College will set up the first Baby Elephant Training Center in the world but now moved
to The Thai Elephant Conservation Center Km. 28 -29 T.Wieang Tan Hang Chat District
Lampang since 1991
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First Training Ceremony

The First Training ceremony or “PhalJan” in Thai is carried out for animals and
humans alike but the processes are different, each uses different magic to bless the
ceremony.

The “Phalan” ceremony is mostly used to separate mother and baby. It can
also be used to separate couples; however, this can be frowned upon in Thai culture.
“Panglha” is the first young elephant-fraining center to have used this ceremony to
separate mother and baby elephants. This is done because when the baby reaches
three years old they will begin at the fraining school whilst the mothers go back to
work.

It is believed that by carrying out the “Phalan” ceremony bad spirits that may
cause harm to the baby will be deterred allowing the baby to be more easily trained.
The equipment that is used to frain the baby including hook, chain and bananas are
also blessed because it is believed that this will allow the mahout more power and
conftrol.

A black chicken is used in the ceremony to predict the personality of the baby.
This will help with the mahout’s preparation to train the baby.
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e Preparing the pen: The pen is made of wood and frapezium shaped. It is four
meters long and one and a half meters at the widest end. The babies head goes
to the narrow end of the pen to restrict movement. This helps to protect both baby
and mahout.
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o Selecting The Date: It is important to select a suitable date to coincide with
Buddhist beliefs. Mostly this is between October and February but the best time
is between October and December. On the selected date the ceremony will
begin in the morning between the hours of 8:00 and 11:30. This time reflects the
progression of the sunrise.
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e Preparing The Elephant: Prior to the ceremony it is important that the baby is
well cared for and protected from iliness. The baby’'s health is very important at
this stage in his life.
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Equipment for Elephant Capture.

Chain 1 —is 1-1.5 inches in diameter and about 30 meters long. It is used to harness
the baby elephant to the pen.

Chain 2 —is 1 inch in diameter and about 20 meters in Ieng’rh It is used to hold the
elephant’s hind legs. R T

Chain 3- is used along
with  the “magok” to
harness the neck. The
“magok” is the object
used to chain the
elephant between the
neck and the wood.
Chain 4 - is 25 meters
long and is used to hold
the elephant’'s neck
and harness its front and
hind legs.

Five harnesses are used
in the process; one goes
around the elephant’s
neck, two harnesses # 4 .
hold the elephant’s chest ond two hornesses are used at the elephants back.

A bamboo stick is used by the frainer to strike the elephants leg in order to
discipline it if it acts aggressively.




Due to the great strength of the elephant it is very important that all of the equipment
used is new and strong.
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Preparing The Tray And Equipment Used For The Ceremony:
All of the equipment on the tray is different and it belongs to the “Ajan” (the person
who caries out the ceremony). Items include betel palm, rice and money.

SR
y u\‘l ]

6. LaHNTWNUS
%’uﬁmu@?ﬁ%ﬂauﬁwﬁuﬁaa@a

ahuasiindaes waviinmnana

Lwamvslsmmuﬂuﬂﬁmvwwaﬂﬂm

Nﬂsm,@aﬂsmuauma

e Preparing the bowl with water
and “SomPoi” (a fruit similar to
tamarind).
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Preparing the “Satoung”: this is a 1 foot square box made from a banana tree.
Inside there are four pieces of rice, salt, fresh chili, betel-vine, lime, sugar cane
(peeled and halved), pumpkin leaf, ripe banana, raw meat and sticky rice moulds
of both the elephant and the mahout.

The "Ajan” uses other equipment too including a hook, knife, spear and a black

|y

chicken to tell the elephants fortune.
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e Preparing the black

chicken for prediction of
the baby elephant.
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Preparing the Location for the Ceremony.

For the ceremony to be successfully conducted the area where it takes place
should have room for three to five people to stay. This is essential because the
mahout, tfrainer and “Ajan” have to stay with the baby for twenty days. At night it is
their responsibility o make a fire and prepare the elephant’s food and any herbal
medicines it requires. If the elephant is wounded ’rhey WI|| pu’r a s’rone covered in
cloth in the fire then apply it fo the wound. T i
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Qualities of the mahout.
A suitable mahout must be small, love the elephant, and be patient during fraining,
honest, organized and willing to care for the elephant as long as they can.
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¢ Women cannot be present at the ceremony.
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The ceremony is started by the “Ajan” lifting the bowl over his head to recall his

teacher. He then puts the bowl down whilst chanting. Next he will drink a little,
then using his thumb he will rub the whiskey into his temples.
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The “Ajan” will sprinkle
lustral water over the “satoung” and all other equipment. Next, about 20-30
people will help to chain the baby : ; :

and pull him to the pen. Here the
‘Ajan” will use small wooden sticks to
softly beat both mother and baby.
These will be thrown away and burnt
after the ceremony. An alternative
to this method is to use a bamboo
triangle. The sides of the triangle are
4 inches long and it is one inch wide
at the bottom. When the baby
passes this it symbolizes the
separation.  Once inside the pen,
the chains and other equipment will
be used to harness the baby. Then ~_ - = e IO L S
the “Ajan” will proceed with the el v v 0 s
ceremony.
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e Spray lustral water over the
baby from head to tail. Then
use a Thai skirt to wipe its
back three times.

e Use the “satong” to caress

the baby from head to tail

then take it to the forest.
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Prediction: use a black chicken to caress the baby from head to tail three times then
release the chicken. If the
chicken runs away this means
that the baby will be easily
frightened, but if the chicken
shakes its head, this means
that the baby will act
aggressively towards its

mahout.
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e Use the hook to hit
the baby three
times then feed it a
banana. This is
done so that the ,
baby will remember
fo follow
commands.

e OQutside the pen.
After 5-7 days they
will tfrain the baby
to walk and ride.
The mahout will
spend all of his time
with the baby to take care of it.
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Training: once the ceremony is finished they will start training the baby until 4om. The
baby will then be chained to the outside of the pen and they will go back to the pen
in the morning for more training. For approximately 5-10 days they will frain the baby
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